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Fer the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE INTERIOR OR HIDDEN LIFE. 
| NO. VIil, 
ON THE ENTIRE SUBJECTION OR PRACTICAL ANNIHILATION OF oun, OWN WILLS. 


PERHAPS it is not well understood, but it is cer tainly true, that one of the 
greatest evils to which we can be exposed in our present failen condition, is 
to have A WILL OF OUR OWN. It is not meant by this, that we may not have 
a will different from that of our fellow men; nor is it meant that we may not 
have a strong, energetic will; but that it is one of the greatest evils, perhaps 
the very greatest to which we can be subject, to have a will of our own, in 
distinction from and at variance with the divine will. In this last sense, he 
Who approaches nearest to an annihilation of his own will, approaches: near- 
est to the state of perfect union with God. The prostration of our own will, 
in such a sense that it shall not in any respect oppose itself to the will of God, 
seenis to be the completion or consummation of those various interior pro- 
cesses by which the heart is purified. The moment our taith in God wavers, 
that moment we begin to form our own plans and to set up our own wills. 
The moment we cease to hunger and thirst after righteousness, and to desire 
earnestly a conformity to the divine image, that moment we begin to see the 
movements of a will operating in its own Way, and throwing itself out of the 


line of God’s blessed wisdom. So that we can have no hesitancy in saying, 


that a will perfectly coincident with the will of God, is at the same time the 
natural result and the highest evidence of a sanctified heart. When the will 


in its personal or self-interested operation is entirely prostrated, so that we 


can say with the Saviour, “Lo, I come to do thy will,” then the wall of spirit- 
ual separation is taken away, and the soul may be said, through the open 
entrance, to pass into God, and to become one with Him, in a mysterious but 
holy and glorious union. Then, and not till then, can it be truly said that the 
warfare has ceased, and a perfect reconciliation taken place, enabling those 
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106 Guide to Christian Perfection. 

wio have arrived at this biessed state to. exclaim, with the Saviour, (perhaps 
in a modified but still in a true and most important sense,) “ I: AND MY F'aTHER 
ARE ONE.” 

“The highest mystery of a divi ine life here,” says the bested and pious Dr, 
Cudworth, * “and of perfect happiness hereafter, consisteth in nothing but 
miere obedience to the divine will. Uappiness is nothing but that inward sweet 
delight that will arise from the harmonious agreement between our wills and 


God’s will. There is nothing. contrary to God in the whole world, nothing 


that fights against him, but setr-witL. This is the strong castle that we all 
keep garrisoned against heaven in every one of our hearts, which God con- 
tinually Jayeth siege unto; and it must be conquered and demolished before 
we can conguer heaven. It was by reason of this self-will that Adam fell in 
Paradise ; that those glorious angels, those morning stars, kept not their first 
Station, but dropped down from beaven like falling stars, and sunk into this 


anxiety, and wretchedness, in which they now are. 


They all entangled themselves with the length of their own wings; they 


would needs will more and otherwise, than God would will in them. And 
rolng about to make their wills wider, and to enlarge them into: greater am- 
piitude, the more tlicy struggled they found themselves the faster pinioned, 


and crowded up into narrowness and servility, insomuch that now they are 


not able to use any wings at all; but inheriting the serpent’s curse, can only 


creep with their bellies on the earth. 
happiness again, is, not to soar up with our understandings, but to destror y this - 
seif-will of ours. And then we shall find our wings to grow again, our 
plumes fairly spread, and ourselyes raised aloit into. the free air of perfect 
liberty, which 1s perfect happiness.” 


— Wherever there has been this entire prostration of the will, a great and 
effectual work has been accomplished in the soul. 
ina number of unportant particulars, 


(1.) In the first place, the person whose will is entirely subdued, 8 So as to 
be one with the divine will, will discover an unruflled meekness and quiet- 


ness of spirit, When called in the Divine Providence to endure the smaller 


and more frequent inconveniences and vexatious of life. Nor is the evidence 


which is thus presented of an entire subjection of the will, to be regarded as 


inconsiderable and unimportant. It is truly sad and humiliating to see many 


who, in the comparative sense of the term, are good Christians, that are, 


nevertheless, uneasy, and are inwardly and outwardly vexed, on many trivial 


occasions. Some little disappointinent in business, an unfavorable remark 


which is scarcely worth notice, some small and perhaps accidental inatten- 
tion on the part of others, disturbs and agitates the soul, not only to its own 
injury but to the pain and i injury of belholders. A soul that is at rest in God 
by the real subjection of its will, eusily surmounits these trials. Sueh an one 


_moves spiritually in too high a sphere, is too much occupied with the infini- 


* Cudworth’s Criterion of the true knowledge of Christ ; @ sermon preached before the English 
iouse of Commons, March 31, 1647. 


Now our only way to recover God and © 


And it will show iteelt 
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tude of the great object of its love, to regard as an insult every small neglect 
of the forms of politeness. It has neither time nor disposition to require an 


explanation of every idle word that may admit of an unfavorable import; nor | 


will it suffer itself to be thrown into peevishness and ill humor at the many 
little jarrings and frictions, on whatever occasions they may arise, which are 
almost inseparable from the machinery of liuman life. | 
(2.) The same meek and subdued temper of mind, the same subjection of 
the will, will show itself, in the second place, in connection with what may 


properly be called arriictions. The man whose will has passed from its” 
own unsafe keeping to the high custody of a divine direction, has no dispost- 
tion to complain, when God, in his holy providence, in depriving him of 


health, of property, and friends, has Jaid waste his fairest earthly prospects. 
He has perfect faith in God that he will do all things well, and so far from 
indulging in repinings and murmurings, he blesses the rod that smites him. 
This remark will apply not only to the loss of health, property, and friends ; 


but will apply equally well to the loss of intellectual gifts, to the loss of 


the powers of reasoning, of language, and the like. We know that the 
Christian virtue, to which we now have reference, is exercised to some extent 


Bs by Christians who fall far short of the grace of sanctification; but it is exer-_ 


eised perfectly and in the highest degree, only by those whose wills are 
entirely subdued. 

(3.) We remark, thirdly, that the entire subjection of the will is seen in the 
- quietness and silence of spirit, with which misrepresentations and persecu- 
tions are endured. That the people of the world should be greatly agitated, 
and should find in themselves the movings of a rebcllious and belligerent 
spirit, when their motives are aspersed and their characters injured, is entirely 
natural, And, unhappily, when persecution arises, we see too much of this 
unquiet and rebellious spirit, even in those whom charity requires us to 
recognize as Christians. Not so with those Christians of a higher grade, 
whose wills act in perfect harmony with the divine will. ‘That they are 
afflicted, when they are subject to unjust pers secutlons, is true; but they are 
not rebellious ; they are not disquieted ; and although in are afflicted, they 


are not Gaia. They connect with the instrument which troubles them, | 


the hand of God, which permits the agency of that instrument. Strong in 
a faith which has become habitual to them, they sce every thing in its relation 
to the divine mind. They regard the persecutions they endure as the Jot 
which God has appointed to them; and as such they rejoice init. But this 
could not be, if their wills, renouncing all private and selfisl: modes of action, 
did.not move harmoniously with the divine will. 

(4.) A perfect subjection of the will, will discover its good fruits, in the 
fourth place, by entire meekness and submission under God’s interior an d 
spiritual dealings with the soul. There are certain spiritual gifts, which God 
in his unspeakable mercy has pledged himself for Christ’s sake to give to his 
people; and which they may always have for the asking, if they will ask in 


the spirit of consecration and faith. God will never ander any circunistances 
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108 Guide to Christian Perfection. 

withhold from his people purity of heart, the spirit of submission, forgiveness, 
and love; nor any of those pure and lovely traits of temper and disposition, 
which characterized and perfected the nature of Jesus Christ. But there are 
other spiritual gifts, which are rather of an intellectual than an affective 
character, and belong rather to the head than the heart, such as the gifts of 
knowledge and of ready expression, and the mere perceptive or cognitive 
manifestation of heavenly things, which might gratify the curiosity more 
than improve the affections. These things God gives or withholds, as he 
pleases; catching one up, like the apostle Paul, into the third heavens, where 

_he sees and hears unutterable things; and keeping another, in respect to 
jlluminations of this kind, in the dark and Jow vallies of the earth. Nor is 
this all. He oftentimes mingles bitterness in the cup of those to whom ke. 
has given the purest and holiest affections. The Saviour himself was a man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And for wise reasons, especially that 
they may learn the great and indispensable lesson of walking wholly by. 
faith, he often leaves his people not only to sorrows from without, but often- 
times to heavy sorrows within. ‘But the Christian, whose will is entirely ; 

subdued, will drink this portion also. All he asks, and what he feels he must op 
have, is HoxINEss; and if with this cup of God and of angels, his heavenly 
Father sees fit to mingle some ingredient of bitterness, to remind him of his 
former sinful state, and to teach him more fully the way of submission and : 
faith, he cheerfully accepts it. God may take from him all mere intellectual 
manifestations of spiritual things; he may even deprive him of the ordinary _ , 
intellectual powers, and reduce him almost to a state of idiocy; he may pour 
into his heart the deepest amazement and grief, and yet his language is, “ Not 
my will, O God, but thine be done.” He knows, notwithstanding his afflic- 
tions, that he is dear to God; that his name is written on the heart of infinite 
love; and he would not even now, though thick darkness is around his path, 
exchange his place for that of angels. 

(5.) Finally, as embracing nearly the whole subject, the man who has 
experienced the practical annihilation of his own will, does every thing and 
suffers every thing precisely in the order of God’s providence. It is the PRESENT 
MOMENT, considered as indicating the divine arrangement of things, which - 
furnishes the truest and safest test of character. Holiness requires the fulfil- 
ment of our whole duty; and our duty necessarily has relation to the facts 
which God’s providence presents before us. If our whole soul goes forth in 
obedience to what his holy providence now imposes on us, then, and not 

otherwise, are we acceptable in his sight. It is necessary, therefore, to keep 
our eye fixed upon God’s order of things. We must do this in relation to 
our place and situation in life, whatever jt may, be; not murmuring at our 
supposed ilFlot; not giving way to any eager desires of change ; but remain- 
ing quietly and humbly just where God has seen fit to place us. We must 
take this course, also, (which is sometimes a more difficult thing,) in relation 
to our duties, We must not only do the right thing, but must endeavor to do 
it in the right time ; which is not our time, or that w mhich mere human wisdom 
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would suggest, but God’s time. It is one of Satan’s artifices, not merely to 
prevent the discharge of duties, but when this fails, to prevent the perform- 
ance of them at the right time; for instance, by infising in us too great 


_ eagerness of spirit, and leading us in our hurry to anticipate the divine order. 
~ When he makes us do this, he secures his object in a considerable degree at - 


least; because, if we do the precise thing which God requires of us, we 
nevertheless sin in the manner of doing it. It is of the highest importance, 
therefore, that we should keep our will in complete subjection to the divine 
moment, the moment ef God, which is the present moment. The question 
which should be ever present, is, What dees God require of me now? And 


we are to remember, that God makes known his order in parts, and not as a 
whole; he has his own plan and not ours; and he reveals it in his own time 


and degree, and not in ours. We must receive it, theretore, humbly and 
submissively, just as he presents it to us; though, in the view of our limited 
understandings, nothing but clouds and-darkness may rest upon the future. 
It is a mind in this position which God is pleased with; which sees the 
divine developments in every thing that takes place; and which, in every 
situation, Walks in the simplicity of naked faith. | ALK. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
SACRED MEDITATIONS. 
« While Iwas musing, the fire burned.” 


Precious are the hours, sacred to God, to holy meditation, 
when the mind, disencumbered of earthly cares, is left free to 
follow the movement of the heart. When by close contempla- 
tion, spiritual things become living realities, and act with power 
upon the mind and heart. Give me the daily hours of sacrifice, 
a lume and place sacred alone to God; and then my soul will 
gather strength and prosper. Cares may encumber and _ press 
upon me, but I rise above them; the hallowing influence which I 
here receive extends itself through all the busy scenes of life ; it 
leaves an edge of brightness on the darkest hours. God is here! 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost! What support, what consola- 


tion! The secrets of the heart are all revealed. Here holy 


tears are shed — soft tears of penitence, of godly sorrow. And 

here is heard, speaking to the heart, that voice of the sacred word 

which says, “ Thy sins are all forgiven thee.” O, the untold 

bliss of that heart which asks and receives forgiveness. Yes, be- 

lieving, we rejoice with joy unspeakable. Here the joyful coil- 

secration is made of soul and body unto the Lord, and here ts 
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heard that same voice of the holy word which says, “ I will re- 
ceive you, I will be a Father unto you.’ Who can paint the 
feelings, and give the.true expression of that heart, that thus 
exults in secret, possessing the bliss of being an adopted child of 
God, an heir of glory! We will call it praise and adoration, but 
it partakes of angel worship, and mixes with their hallowed songs. 
How the cloud of incense rises! how many hearts are now in 
unison ascending upward ! | 
crown. ‘Though far off, they sparkle, beaming with his radiance. 
Yes, the Saviour knows and loves his own reflected image. We 


delight. What spot so dear, as the chosen one of our retirement ? 
What hour to be compared with that which brings us to the ban- 
queting chamber, where we may feast on the love of Jesus at the 


of light and darkness.. Fit emblem of the soul, midway between 
earth and heaven. As truly as the light and darkness are com- 
mingling, so are the aspirations of those holy hours uniting us to 


feelings with which we expect to enter heaven. It is next to 


heaven to be alone with God; or rather, where God is, there is 
heaven. | 


a 


~ 


“Tam the vine, ye are the branches.” 


_ Nature answers her noblest end, when she is made to represent 
eternal, living truths. God has so made use of it, he so instructs 
us by it, that wherever we turn our eye, we may gain a spiritual 
thought, a deep impression of heaven-born truth. Nature be- 
comes life and power to the spiritual mind. What words can 
express so truly the union of the soul with Christ, as the words, 
‘Tam the vine, ye are the branches!” Who can add a second 
thought to increase the power, the vividness of the impression ? 


simile, and know of a surety, as cleaves the branch unto the vine, 
so cleaves our soul to Jesus. As truly as that gathers life and 
strength from its union with the stock, so our life comes from him. 
And when we see the withered’ branch cut off and lying dead, 
our hearts tremble lest, by reason of sin, we lose our vital power, 
our union with our Saviour, and become twice dead. ‘This is the 
union, his heart received into our own, and our hand securely held 
in his. Each whisper of his love, each soft reclining of the soul, 
and each cross, each needful chastening, binds stronger and 


Precious in the eyes of God are the jewels of the Saviour’s _ 


may come, then, to the secret place, and greet his smiles with holy | 


twilight hour? What a gathering is there to the secret place, 
each to his own loved spot:!= There is a mingling of the shades. 


God. We will greet the hour of prayer, with something of those 


We, who love the Lord Jesus, who feel the union, admire the 
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Let us walk by the same Rule. Lid 


stronger the soul to Jesus. The meanest service, if there can be 
a mean service which love imposes, and which love bears, be- 
comes a delight to the soul, in union with him. Yea, he himself 
bears the yoke and sustains the burden. Up the rising steps she 
| ons on her beloved, and he upholds her. And instead of faint- 


g, the soul rises, as on eagle wings ; and as she soars aloft, she 
fats forth sweetest strains of love and praise to her Redeemer, , 
her upholder. As Christ is one with God, so are his disciples 


one with him. Who can describe this union, but. he who par- 


took of it, and who illustrates it to us, by the vine and the branch ? 
And are not the disciples one with each other, grafted into the 


same stock, hanging on the same stem? Yes, they are one. 
Praise, everlasting praise, for one harmonious centre ; one source — 


of strong attraction which binds in close affinity discordant hearts, 
and makes them one. Yes, our thoughts and feelings all con- 
verge and centre in our blessed Jesus. From him all our light 
and glory issues, and though far from the centre, and far from 
each other, the rays diverging east and west, and north and south, 


yet is there sweet attraction, and we are one. Shines not the 


same glory also on the heavenly company, meet we not in the 
same centre? Yes, we are one circle; they on the inner, we on 
the outer ring. O, ye celestial ones, I sreet you from this far off 
country, and I hail you blessed ! And I hear you echo back, 


_“ Blessed, peace too on earth.” Yes, peace in the bosom of him 


that is united to Jesus. But more blessed to be there! to live in 
the unclouded sunlight of his presence, and to know that he will 
never cease to shine on me, nor I to gaze on him; to be where I 
shall never, never sin! Sometimes 7] think of Enoch who was 
not, — God took him. And of Elijah carried on the wings of love, 
with swiftest speed to heaven, and of that blessed company, one 
after one, who fall asleep in Jesus’ arms; and my turn will come. 
1 will, God helping me, preserve the union of my soul with Jesus, 


and then whether I live or die, whether I wake or sleep, I shall 
live together with him. P. L. U. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


“LET US WALK BY THE RULE. 


Wuen I came to the decision to seek foe aes and outward 
holiness, my mind immediately inquired for some gencral points, 
some leading means by which the attainment might be soonest 
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made. I tried many ways, looked in many directions, and studied 
diligently, to learn how I might at all times do the work of the 
present moment, and do it rightly. It appeared very clear to me 
that I must keep my own mind with the utmost faithfulness, or 
the prayer that I might live according to the will of God, would 
we? 

Then my inquiry was, “ How shall I do this? how shall I most 
effectually manage this complex machinery of feeling and action, 
that it may be regular in its motion, and true to its moving pow- 
er?” After a long time of trial, a time in which many failures 
were realized, I found that the embarrassments which | often fell 
into, could all be traced to a lack of self-possession or delibera- 
tion, as their occasion. I had then made a consecration of my- 
self, my whole being, to my Maker, (I speak positively, for 1 
could no more doubt it than I could doubt my existence itself,) 
and was desiring to lay aside every weight as soon as | might 
learn it; and while thus using the means, was waiting for the 
“power from on high,’* by which I should be made free from 
bondage — from sin. Having found the cause (as I think) of 
my failing to do and to do rightly what I strove to accomplish, as 
a Christian, the remedy was very perceptible. I must always be 
self-possessed. I must always cultivate a holy carefulness. Here 
TI took this rule-for the rule, as to the great point of cultivation in 

connection with faith and prayer. ‘J will at all times preserve 
an inward recollectedness ; a holy deliberation.” I think | am 
understood. I was then seeking to be made holy. Not by works | 
of righteousness of my own, but by conforming my life as much 
as possible to the holy life which those live,who are “ living sac- 
rifices to God ;” doing this, I mean that there should be no hin-- 
drance to my faith and prayers; that prayer, faith, and works, 
might all agree. 

During the time which intervened between this and the hour in 
which I could say, ‘“ Jesus cleanseth now,” this rule was indeed a 
golden rule to me. In the use of it I found included the most 
_ effectual watching, and the most confiding prayer. I clung to it | 

as a regulator, more and more. But never had I realized its 
meaning as I learned it, in that last conflict with unbelief and fear. 
When a combination of influences induced strugglings, and a 
tempest within the mind; this, my rule enforced, “be calm,” 
keep recollected ; remember what Jesus is, and do not despair ; 
and do not writhe in fruitless strugglings. At this time I was 
enabled to wait, as it were, to listen and hear the voice saying, 
“Lam thy Saviour.” Now it was my object to learn by what 
means I might be kept in the grace already received ; that grace 
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added to grace, might be my portion, and that I might never have 
the consuming reflection of having taken one retrogade step. 
Very readily I learned that I must “ walk by the same rule, and 
mind the same thing.” Of the excellency of this rule I have been 
-more and more convinced since that time, which is nearly four 
years ago. When surrounded by the multitude where all is con- 
fusion, it is just what is needed. When seated with the “ familiar 
few,” it is peculiarly appropriate. It guards there that we “sin 
not (nor even give the appearance of sin) with our tongues.” In 
the nursery, and in the school-room, we can find nothing to sup- 
ply its place. As in one sense, (it is said,) love is equal to all 
demands ; so in a very important sense, is recollectedness, in its 


full-.meaning, “equal to all demands.” Turn our eyes from this. 
and where should we look for means by which to regulate the 


‘mind and feelings at all times, even when the heart is pure. 


Omit the use of this rule, and how many useless words would be 
_ spoken, and how many injudicious steps would be taken, (with 


-a desire, it may be, of doing right ;) and how doubtfully, at the 


close of the day, to the reflecting mind, is it, whether it were 
truly acceptable to the Lord. But practice this rule fully, and 


how clear are the heart and conscience, at morning, mid-day, and 
evening! ‘The soul is enabled to keep the law of Jesus, and 
nothing causes it in any wise to offend. Every one must find 
himself or herself much indebted to this rule, as an effective means 
of Christian advancement, but none more indebted to it than 


From the Oberlin Evangelist.. 


RELIGIOUS APHORISMS. _ . 


Many individuals manifest the highest dissatisfaction with any 
prayer in which they are called to unite, however deep the devo- 
tion, intense the love and gratitude, and implicit the faith and 
obedience manifested in the hallowed exercise, if it contains not 

a confession of sin. On the other hand, they will manifest little 
or no dissatisfaction with a prayer containing such a confession, 
however destitute of the above characteristics, and however cold 
and formal such confessions may be. This shows that they have 
a much higher regard for the form than for the spirit of devo- 


tion, the worst state almost in which a professing Christian can 
be found. 
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Persons of this class almost universally desire, that sins when 
confessed shall be confessed only in the most general form. 
When the individual leading in prayer confesses that all present 
are sinners, and ageravated sinners, they are well pleased. But 


if he descend to particulars, and confess for example, the sins of 


oppression, covetousness, or sensuality as attaching to the church, 


they will at once impute to him a spirit of slander and denuncia- 


tion. Their dissatisfaction will be quite as great as if no con- 


fession at all was made. How fearfully must such individuals 


have apostatized from God. 


Other individuals make a-virtue of confession, substituting it. 


for repentance and an abandonment of sin. Expostulate with 
them for any particular sin, and instead of confessing their guilt 
in the spirit of David, they will reply, ‘“ Well, I know I am a 


most guilty, polluted wretch, always, Paul like, doing that which 


I would not.” On such a heartless confession conscience is laid 
asleep, and the individual will then sin on for weeks and months, 
almost without remorse. All such confessions, yes, the entire 
spirit above described, God regards as a ‘“ smoke in his nose.” 
They never ascend with the pure incense “offered before the 
throne, with the prayers of all the saints.” 


Reader, God will regard your confessions with acceptance, only. 


when you have particular sins to confess, sins in the confession of 
which your soul is deeply humbled, and from the power of which 
you are seeking full and perfect deliverance. Then you will find 


Him “ faithful and just to forgive your sins, and to cleanse you 
from all unrighteousness.” 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
ENVY. 


By envy is meant pain, uneasiness, mortification or discontent, 
excited by the sight of another’s superiority, or success, accom- 
panied with some degree of hatred. It is opposed to that quiet, 
undisturbed, and contented state of mind which St. Paul so highly 
recommends, and of which he so often speaks. ‘I have learned,” 
says the apostle, “in whatever state I am, therewith to be con- 
tent.” He had not learned to feel pain or uneasiness because 
others possessed superior privileges to himself. «‘ And be content 
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with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee.” Solomon represents it as being worse 
than wrath or anger. ‘ Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous ; 
but who is able to stand before envy?” It stands associated — 
with the principal sms mentioned in the Bible. “ He is proud, 
knowing nothing, but doting about questions, and strifes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings.” “ Living 
in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.” “Full of 
envy, murder, debate, malignity,’ &c. It is. said that through 
this sin, the “ Lord of life and glory” was delivered into “ wicked 
hands,” to suffer an “‘ignominious death.” For he knew that 
for envy they had delivered him.” How wretched must be that 
mind under the influence of this sin? And how dreadful must 
be that state of mind which is always envying those on whom 
Providence has bestowed greater privileges and blessings? It is 
always pained in beholding the superiority of others. It is never 
content while it sees another with greater enjoyments. It can 
never acquiesce in the divine will, or feel satisfied with its lot. — 

But how frequently is this state of mind indulged in by pro- 
-fessing Christians? How often it occupies the bosoms of those 
professing to be the disciples of the “meek and lowly Jesus!” 
How often has this sin severed those cords which once bound 
together a loving band of Christian brethren in closest union ? 
How often has it destroyed Christian confidence and affection, 
and changed those who were once loving and lamb-like, into 
bitterness and contention? What, be envious of the superior 
privileges of thy brother? Rather should you be thankful for 
-what you have; for what you have already in possession, is far 
more than you deserve. Privileges are always connected with 
responsibility.. Do you envy your brother’s responsibilities ¢ 
Then envy not what he possesses, however great his privileges, if © 
he alone is accountable for them; but see to it that you are im- 
proving well the little Providence has entrusted in your pos-— 
session. 

Think not, then, that you have a clean heart, while envy re- 
mains in it. This is called “the rottenness of the bones.” Prov. 
xiv. 30. Its pollution is seen wherever it goes. It is the parent 
of other sins, which generally follow in its train. Imagine not 
that you can give it any room in your hearts, and remain pure. 
O, pray, then, that the “very God of peace would sanctify you 
wholly,” and preserve you “blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” R. W. A. 

New London, Sept., 1841. 
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For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


Dear Breranen, — For your encouragement, ‘and those now 
thirsting for a full salvation, permit me to declare (in humility) - 
what the Lord has done for my soul, though of all the most un- 
worthy. In view of the goodness of God to me, I can but ex- 
claim with the Psalmist, © Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all 
that is within me praise and bless his holy name.’ Truly the 
forbearance of God is great, in sparing so long the barren fig tree, 
while ene loud has cried, ‘ cut 1t down, why cumbereth it the 
| 

When fifteen years of age, I experienced a pardon of sin, and 
-was connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. For five 
years following, I lived as many others doubtless lived — at times 
_ would enjoy much peace of mind, then yield to temptation, fall 
under condemnation, would feel the keen pangs of sorrow; my 
- confidence in God and myself would be lost; darkness would 
—enshroud the mind, and the reconciled countenance of my Sa- 

viour be hid from my weeping eyes. ‘Thus I spent five years, sin- 
ning and repenting, and was unwilling to obey the call of God, to 
leave all and follow him. In the spring of 1839, I resolved to do 
my duty to God and my fellow men, and commence preaching 
the everlasting gospel. But in order to warn the sinner of his” 
danger, | felt the importance of being saved entirely myself. 1 
thought somewhat on the subject of holiness, but not sufficiently. 
One year since I was led to feel more deeply on the subject, by 
reading Mahan, the Guide to Christian Perfection, Br. Nathan 
Rice’s experience, and also by conversing with him on the subject, 
as to the nature and importance of entire sanctification in this 
life. After mature consideration, I came to the conclusion that it 
was possible to be holy in this life, and that without it I could 
not be of much use to the church or world. 

I commenced seeking for the “baptism of the Holy Ghost, sg 
for a clean heart, an entire consecration to God! My prayer, | 
trust, was answered ; my soul was filled with love, joy, and con- 


Stant peace ; my communion with God was continual and sweet. 
For two. weeks 


“Not a cloud did arise to darken my skies, 
Or hide for a moment my Lord from my eyes.” 


It was glory from the rising of the sun until its going down. 
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At this time, a query arose my mi ind hike this, —<“Esitmy 
duty to acknowledge what the Lord has wroueht for m 
soul?”’ began to distrust the omnipotency of my blessed Lor. 
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and the adv crsary of all good gained a hearing. 


this way, -—** You are young, exposed to many 
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professions, you will bo watched by 


jealows eyes, and you will likely fal 
will be your fall: but you. may keep 
lose the blessing, you will not wound th 
for me! I listened to these crafty | 
by lost the heavenly treasure. 
concluded to live in the pyinent 
Sion, and not think of bei yt | 
wouid seek for he hess, Without which mo wan can eee 
the Lord.” But IS 3 iot pa Conscience when L-read 
on. the subject, or {the sanetiied walt | 
full salvation. it wold pain my heart, k kpowing tha 
same joy Was mi At times | was trex pied much On Homt, 
ana would try to conte; rit myscil wtih my prese ne eh ane 
some individuals, from them peculiar in 
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At times on the mountain top, and then far fron 


the side of Babylon’s celd waters. Last month T leit my charge, 
taking some of the church with me, ana iound way to 
tonnial Grov oe,” with the intention of regain ings the costly pearl, uie 
loss of which had so jong and Bt revousty afnicted me. put ure 
enemy followed me even to the grove, and told ine tere the same 
old story, “if you regain the you cannot retami.” Bui 
father Snowden told us on Wednesda 1y afternoon, (the second 
Gay of the meeting) that we could retain it as long as did fnoeh 


of old. His short but powerful arguments, by the appleation of 
the Spirit of God, allayed my fears, dispelled ail my doubts, and 
esolved that from that moment, with divine i 
Be Wholly the Lord’s. I felt mach of the power of God before 
the close of that exercise, especially while Br. Fa irmeton- was 
singing efter the sermon. The public exercises of that afternoon 
closed ; i repaired to my tent, but still continued to look to tur 
Tresolved like Jacob of old, to wrestle til T prevaned. | 
saw my heart as it was, discovered many things wrong, sinh 
my prayer was, “Lord show me what I am. Tour every dO 
from my heart; cleanse me from all stn.” I plead not for joy, for 
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happiness, but for a clean heart, for pure love to God. One ene- 
my after another was driven from my heart; my faith increased ; 
eradually and silently I sunk out of self into God. My heart 1 
believed was purified, the roots of sin taken out and filled unut- 
terably full of love and of joy; heaven seemed to come down to 
earth ; my soul was full of glory and of God! ‘Two others at the 
same time were prostrated by the mighty power of God, and 
drank with me at the same fountain, or rather were plunged into 
the same pool. The rest of the meeting to me was i truth a 
heaven on earth. ‘The worship of God never seemed so delight- 
ful before ; communion with saints never so sweet. Wherever | 
could behold the image of Christ it'was indeed lovely. When- 
ever | met an individual enjoying a full salvation, | met a true 
friend, a brother. No matter by what sectarian title known, we 
were one in Christ Jesus. Glory to God in the highest, for that 
perfect love which can destroy selfishness, pride, envy, and the 
spirit of unjust emulation. This is the “balm for every wound, 
the cordial for every fear.” This cement of perfect love will 
unite the whole Christian church of whatever name or order. O- 
that I could describe the feelings of my heart; the gratitude 
which flows continually to God for past mercies, present favors, 
and future prospects. It seems that the set time to favor Zion 
has come. The work has commenced where it should, in the 
church, in its ministry and membership. They should be holy. 
Too long already have we been apparently unconcerned for our- 
selves and others, but we have reason to rejoice that increasing ~ 
interest is now felt. In many churches we hear an almost uni- 
versal cry for holiness of heart. In this place many are seeking 
this inestimable blessing. From every direction we hear the cry, 
‘“Q Lord, create in me a clean heart.” Many are now swim- 
ming in the ocean of perfect love. Hundreds in various places 
can now testify in sincerity that the blood of Christ does cleanse 
from all sin, even in this life. And by the assistance of divine 
grace we can retain the blessing ; yes, glory to God, we can con- 
tinually feel that “all is well.’ My peace of mind is now con- 
stant; my confidence in God unshaken; my faith is strong — it 
claims the blessing now. Communion with God — O how sweet! 
The Bible unfolds new beauties. A new and stronger relish for 
divine truth seems to have been formed ; especially where it treats 
of holiness of heart and life. No subject is so interesting as this ; 
no topic of conversation so delightful to dwell upon. I find it 
now easy to perform any and every religious duty. Once it was 
very crossing to converse with individuals, directly and pointedly, 
on the subject of religion — especially to exhort the Christian to 
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The Necesity Sanctification. 119 


greater diligence ; but now it is a pleasing, a delightful ion. - 


is NOW easy ; preaching the word of life ; of salvation, free and full. 
Difficulties that previously were insurmountable, now are light, 
hardly worth noticing: if noticed at all, they serve rather to stim- 
ulate than discourage. We care but little what the world say or. 
think of us. The question is not who and how can I please, but 
~ rather, how can I be instrumental in the advancement of my Re- 
deemer’s kingdom? What can I do for the souls of others, and 
for the glory of God? Love to God and man is the mainspring 
that impels to virtuous action. Love, perfect love, filling the 
heart, constitutes the fountain from whence streams of kindness 
and Christian philanthropy continually flow. My heart can truly 
— say, “ Praise the Lord” for the nch provision made so that man, 
fallen man, can have a full supply of grace, rich grace, to drive 
all his wants away; that we, unworthy worms of earth, can so 
near approach to God as to be adopted into his family; be puri-. 
fied by his blood, and constantly cry, Abba, Father —my Lor 
and my God. Glory to God; while I write the fire of God’s love — 
_burns within, on the mean altar of my heart: ihe sacrifice, I 
trust, is all consumed, and “ Christ reigns without a rival there.” 
Christian friends, go on; “be steadfast, unmovable; always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.’ Let us continually pray 
that the entire Church may be baptized with the Holy Ghost — 
especially those whose duty it Is to bear the vessels of the Lord. 
Truly we can sing, , 
how happy now.are we, 
Since we’ve gained the victory.” 


Sept., 1841. Marr, 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


THE NECESSITY OF 


1. It is necessary to give us a clear and constant sense of our 
duties. It need not now be argued that our understanding has 
become darkened and confused in consequence of sin, for the 
ignorance and errors that prevail in the world sufficiently prove 
this, nor that Christians do not frequently have incorrect and in- 
distinct notions of their duty. But it is worthy of remark that 
the understanding of Christians and the clearness of their percep-_ 
tiéns of ay. will be in proportion to the purity of their hearts, 
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the uprighiness of their lives. “Hence. if they indulge in sin, 

vhether mnmward or outward, their spiritual vision immediately be- 
comes obscured, and tiey lose sight of God as their reconciled 
Father and the onda source. of their comfort, “Without doubt 
his is the reason why so many Christians are almost always in 
he dark, destitute of the witness of their acceptance. and eoi- 
planing ef barrenness and hardness of heart. 

hee ut when the heart becomes sa .cti ihed, and all. our nowers are 

onsecrated to God, how tender 1s + the conscience, how clear our 

perception . the will of God and our duty, and Im ay add how 

onstant our sense of divine approbation. Who understands the 

wrl of God she best? “Dney who do it. John vii. 17. Of whom 

is it said that he had the witress three hundred years that he 
pleased God? Of him who 2 heen with God for that spaec of 
time. Heb. xi.5. Who has the clearest sense of sab hey 
who are the most holy in heart a und life. 

2. It is necessary to give stability and CONES ERGY to our 
Lelgio us character. It is lamentable to sce how much fluctuation 
and changeableness there is in many “Christians; acting from thre 
inclination of their own feelings, or from the impuise of s "surround- 
rf ng circumstances, they vary and change as their circumstances 

cnange, thera are. constantly shifting frou: one thing to another, 

and are unstable minded in‘all their ways. 

Now this vacillation of character and conduct is to be de- 
precated, not only in view of its evil effects upon ourseives — 
hindering our progress, ¢ and destroying cur enjoyments, for in no 
enterprise is stability of mind so necessary as in religion — but 
also because of its pernicious influence on others. The inconsis- 
tencies of professing Christians, more than any and every thing 
else, harden men in sin and infidelity, discourage the feeble 
minded, and bring the cause of God into disre oute, 

Is nota view of this state of things enough to make every good 
man weep? But what is the cause of this fluctuation of mind 
and conduct? The answer is ready —the heart is not right. 
‘Phere is a deficiency there. Qur love to God is not stron 12 enough 
to overcome the lite of the world, and our strencth is. ‘not suf- 
ficient to render us unmoved and immovable sioiihe ‘t the change 
of worldly circulmsiances and the ten nptations of the dovil. Here, 
then, we see the nec essity of holiness — of having the heart mnade 
right —of | being “ strengthened with micht by his Spirit in the 
inner man,” so that we shall be “steadfast, immovable, always 
apounding.in- the work of the Tord.” O, when the heart is 
- cleansed by “the washing of rege neration and the renewing of 
the Holy Ghost Wi 


viiat strencth of principle and stability of and, 
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Necessity of Sanctification, 121. 


what regularity of enjoyment and consistency of life, then will 
be seen and exemplified. 
8. It is necessary to call into exercise the talents we possess. 
God has given all our talents to be improved —to some more. 
to others less. But it is surprising to behold the amount of talent 
which lies dormant in the Christian church. The duty of laboring - 
for souls, reproving and instructing them, is, in mamy instances, 
thrown wholly upon the ministry, while at the same time, the | 
church is dying for want of exercise ; standing still (in respect to 
labor) they become cold, lose the use of their faculties; and ‘then 
die. Now if there was but little to be done —no more than the 
minister could do — this state of things would not be so bad as it 
is when there is so much to be done, so few to do it, and so 
short a time in which to do it. Some excuse themselves by say- 
ing they have no talents or confidence, or they do not feel it their 
duty to open their mouths for God, but the real cause is, their 
hearts are not in the work. Let the church but be sanctified, let - 
private Christians come up to their gospel privileges, and there 
will be no excuses about want of talents, time, confidence, or a 
sense of duty to do good, for they will have ‘‘a mind to work.” 
Hence if we desire and expect to be clear from the blood of all 
men, and to hear the happy plaudit, “ Well done good and faithful — 
servant,” &c., it is necessary we should be sanctified and have all — 
our talents consecrated to God. aoe 
4, It is necessary to give efficiency and success to our labors 
in the Lord. ‘‘ Without me ye can do nothing” said the Saviour. 
And again, “As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine, no more can ye except ye abide in me.” 
These and other passages of a similar character clearly show that 
the Christian’s fruitfulness and usefulness, depend essentially 
upon his close connection with Christ, and with this agrees the 
experience of God’s people in every age of the world : — they 
have only been useful as they have been faithful to God, nor can 
there be any doubt but that the great reason why so little success 
has followed the preaching of the gospel by many, was a want of 
devotedness and faithfulness on their part. Hence, we say, holi- 
ness is essential to render our labors successful ; for men’s hearts 
are so hard, and their minds so blind, in a state of nature, that no 
reasoning, nor any communication of the truths of the Bible, 
unaccompanied by the demonstration of the Spirit, can bring 
them to a knowledge of themselves and of God. 
But if the Christian possesses a clean heart and walks with 
God, while he endeavors to walk uprightly before his neighbors, 
he cannot but exert a most salutary influence ; God will bless his 
11* 
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efforts. and others. seeing his good works, will be led to glorify 
his Heavenly Father. 
5. It is necessary to render us secure amidst - temptations, 
snares and dangers to which Christians are exposed; not that it 
places us beyond the reach of temptation and danger, but it for- 
tifies and guards us, and renders us much less lable to. fall away ; 
but if there be sin in us —be some strong inclination to sin when 
BS. We ate tempted — it 1 is almost ike a sp ark of fire falling on dry 
tinder ; or like a city being surrounded by enemies, when at the — 
| same it las enemies: within, plotting its destruction. Again, 
sin in the heart may well be compared to the dregs that settle at 
the bottom of a vessel : disturb the scttlines, and the whole con-_ 
tents are changed in their compiexion. So with the human heart 
where sin. resides, The shocks of temptation or disappointment 
shake it, the sediments of sin are stirred up, and we are defiled. 
But let the reverse of these illustrations be the case with us, se 
that when the sparks of temptation fall on us they shall not come 
in contact with any combustible subsiance ; when our enemies 
come upon us they shall not find any thing congenial within us 
to help them; and wien We are shaken by the shocks of afflice « * | 
tions, persecutions, c&c., there shall be no dregs to be stirred up 
iy our hearts; and how much more secure is the Christian. In 
these respects (more might be mentioned) will sanctification im- 
sure important security. 
6. It is necessary, absolutely necessary, for an admission into 
heaven. ‘“ Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” God, the 
author of our being, our rightiul sovereign, and final judge, has 
declared that nothing unholy shall ever enter His kingdom, and 
hence, in describing those that have entered into that blessed 
place, St. John says, 'Phese are they which came out of great 
tribulation and have washed their rebes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.” What a strong motive is this to induce 
us to seck for an application of the blood that “ cleanseth from 
all sin.’ Efow many will be shut out of heaven for want of this | 
qualification. Whatever clse a person may have, if he has not 
holiness, he is not a fit subject for that holy place ; and therefore : 
the is exhorted to on to perfection,’ to “ be holy 
and the apostle Paul prays that his ‘hessalonian brethren might 
be sanctified “ wholly.” 
Upon the whole, then, how important is sanctification! What 


equals it in imp ortance 3 The Lord sanctify the writer and reader 
for Christ’s sake. © A. QO. 


Dalton, (Mass.,) Sept. 30, 1941. 
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Experience of a Lady. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. . 


EXPERIENCE GF A LADY, 


Dear Brerurey, — lourteen years have nearly elapsed since 


1 believed the Lord, for the sake of his Son, forgave niy sins. 


At that time [ had never heard the doctrine of Christian rertec- 


tion preached, or advanced in any way whatever: but shortly 
after my conversion, | began to feel the need of a deeper work 
of grace in my heart. I was at that time an utter stranger to the 
doctrine of holiness; but there was a certain something which I 
could not define, which I was anxious to obtain. I told my 


feelings to an experienced friend; who put into my hand the 


Christian’s Manual; I[ read it with prayerful attention, and 


readily received its doctrine: and fully beheved it to -be the duty — 


of every Christian to seek for, and their privilege to enjoy, perfect 
love. I searched the scriptures dally to sce uf these thin ws were 
so, and found enough on almost every page to confirm my belief. 

I therefore beean with all my heart to seek for thus § creat salva- 
tion, and pray od without ceasing. The burden of my petition 


_was, O Lord, give me a clean heart, and renew within me a right 


spirit. My convictions continu d to increase - for about ten 


imonths: they were nothing like the convictions I felt before con-— 


version ; there was no ouilt or deep remorse connected with it; 
but a deep, heart felt sorrow, that I did net love God with all my 


heart. And this I felt that | could never do while sin, either in- 


ward or outward, had dominion over me, or dwelt within me. 
There was to be a camp meeting held in the town where | 
resided, and about two wecks before its commencement, my con- 


victions became deeper, clearer, and more powerful. I looked” 


forward to the meeting with much interest. expecting there to be 
blessed, not because I thought the Lord to be confined to a place, 
but thea I thougnt, I on be excluded from the world, and its 
cares : there will be many praying people. and much faith, and my 
own faith will thereby gain new strength; and there, the Lord 
being my helper, will I nee his entirely. ‘Thus resolved, | 


went to the meeting. The first and second days past by w ithout 
any particular change in my feelings, On the morning of the 


third day an aged minister of the cospel preached from the words, 
“May the very God of peace sanctify you wholly.” =I listened 
with the most profound attention ; every word fell with great 
Weight upon my heart. At the close of the: sermon, a sister arose 
and told the way and manner 10 which she was convicted for and 
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124 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
received sanctification. The agitation of my mind and body be- 

came so great, that it was with difficulty I could remain upon 

my seat till she concluded. Ithen went into the woods and tried 
to pray, but could say nothing. It seemed as though the heavens 
were brass; gloom and darkness overspread my mind. The re- 
mainder of that day, and the former part of the next, I spent in 
painful suspense ; hope and despair alternately took possession of 
my mind. At the close of the afternoon sermon, I went into the. 
praying circle, and knelt with the mourners, but felt that to be no 
place for me. I then returned to the tent where I boarded, and 
sat me down to reflect. The sun had already begun to decline, — | 
the meeting was to close the next morning, and my soul was un- 
blessed. I was deeply impressed to go to a retired part of the 
grove, where, unheard by the congregation, I might pour out my 
whole soul to Him who had power “not only to forgive sin,” but. 
whose blood was sufficient “to cleanse from all unnghteousness.” 

I did so, accompanied by two Christian friends. When we 4 

had reached a place deemed convenient, we bowed before our 

God in solemn prayer; and there we found him ready to verify 

his promise. While leading in prayer, I believe the power of the — 

Lord fell upon me as it never had done before: but feeling at 

that time a disposition to love my neighbor as myself, I did not 

give full vent to my feelings: I knew those who came with me, 
as well as myself, came to seek a blessing: but while they were 
praying, the agony of my mind nearly overpowered me. When 

‘they had prayed, 1 renewed my supplications. I felt the Lord to 

draw divinely near, and his presence inspired my soul with fresh — 

courage — unbelief began to yield to faith. [earnestly pleaded the 
nférits of Christ, and claimed him as my whole Saviour. I cried 
unto the Lord to help me exercise that faith which brings the 
blessing now: and ere I was aware, I exclaimed, “I will be- 
lieve.” In a moment all my doubts were gone; every cloud of 
darkness was dispersed by the glorious rising of the Sun of right- 
eousness; Heaven came down to earth, and my unworthy soul : 

_ was unutterably full of glory and of God. Then did I find love, 

joy, and peace in believing. Then did I find myself truly hum- 
bled under a sense of my own unworthiness, and God’s great 
goodness. In short, the manifestation was such that I can never 
doubt the nature of the blessing I then received. 

It was “ perfect love,” for which my soul thirsted, and it was 
for this I sought without intermission, for the space of ten months. 
{ can say with truth, the grand object of my search was never 
absent from my mind. It was for this I prayed to God in the 
name of Christ, for this I believed on the Lord Jesus, and I can 
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How to Promote the Spread of Holiness. Ye 


never beheve that when asked for bread he would “me a 
stone, or any thing else instead the rcof. For some three or four 
years following. I believe | enjoved the blessing in some good de- 
gree, but mecting with some opposition I de ech ned speaking of it 
openly, and therefore lost my evidence: and for the last nine 
years have been in an uncertain state af mind, But at a camp 
ineeting, recently held in this town, the Lord renewed m 
witness, and filled my heart with peace ; which continues to be 
as ariver. I have never before hadsuch overwh clming sense 
of God’s presence. O how sweet do I find it! to give my all to 
him for time and EOrnny But sweeter, far sweeter. io feel a 
evidence in my soul, that for Jesus’ sake the offering is anentit 
poor as itis. Yes, fecl a blessed assurance that God re CENVES | 
and loves me. O how delizhtful to feel 


“That sacred awe that dares not move, 
And all the silent lieaven of love.” 


I have ever loved the doctrine of holiness, and strove in my feeble 
@way to help iis promotion ; and this only induces me to send you 
this. sketch of my experience. And I pray heaven that this simple 
| relation may be blessed as an encouragement to some humbie 
seeker to press into the full hberty of the children of God. As 
for myself, I still feel to be a secker; still my thirsty soul cries 
— out for more. O for an enlargement of the heart, and then to be 
filled to overflowing with that Tove while waters cannot quench. 
Gorham, September 15, 1841. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 
HOW TO PROMOTE THE SPREAD OF HOLINESS. 


1. Preachers, — The first thing is to get the holy flame in your 
own soul; you cannot do much without this, but you may do 
something. Preach sanctification, as Dr. Coke did justification, 
until you receive the blessing. But above all, you can give up 
all yeur being to Ged, and believe, and receive the blessing. And 
then the way to spread it is to 3 e it the great subject of ail 
you say and the great object of all you do. Visiting from house 
to house, and conv ersing on the subject, with asi prayer, will 
a creat towards ‘bringing others to enjoy ment of this 
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a kindred character which should be known and read of all 


126 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
is to circulate such books among them as come directly to the 
point. Wm. Carvosso, Mahan on Christian Perfection, and 
Hester Ann Rogers, cannot be read candidly and _ prayerfully 
without great spiritual benefit. To circulate such books is to 
confer a benefit on the public. And there are many others of 


The Religion of the N ew Testament distinguished from that of the Old, by the Rev. 


of the Marlboro’ Chapel. Boston. Published by D. S. Kang, 
32 Washington Street. The above named little work is designed and well cal- 


culated to promote the cause of Christian holiness. The following extract 
from the character of the New Testament Christian will be found interesting. 


If you are a New Testament Christian, if you are sharing 
in the provisions of the New Covenant, you have a clear, distinct 
and captivating apprehension of the glory of, the Lord, such as 
you had not when you were first converted, and such as the Holy 


‘Spirit alone could have given you. | 


It is by “beholding as with open face in a glass the glory of | - 
the Lord,” that you become changed into his image. This is the 
way that, “after we believe,’ we are to be ‘sealed with the 
Holy Spirit of promise.” In those statements of the Bible, 
which relate to the character and offices of Christ, you have been 
made to perceive a meaning which you never saw before, and 
which gives you a soul-captivating and a soul-subduing appre- 
hension of the love and faithfulness of Jesus, as your wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption ; and which 
makes you commit all your interests into his hands with delight- 
ful confidence that all your wants are supplied in him. You feel 
that the Holy Spirit has taken of the things of Christ, according. 
to his gracious promise, and showed them unto you, and you are 
ready to exclaim, “I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth thee ;”’ and now “ whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth that I desire be- 
sides thee.’”’ ‘Thus you have been made to “comprehend what 


is the length and breadth, and depth and height, and to know 


the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, and to be filled with 
all the fulness of God.” You see, also, a fulness and a precious- 
ness in all the promises of the Bible, which you never saw before. 
You understand how they are all “yea and amen in Christ Je- 
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sus ;”’ and you know that with such promises, and with such a 
Mediator and Saviour, you can serve God without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him, all the days of your life. You see 
him so able, and willing, and ever present to fulfill all the dec- 
larations and promises of his word — to do exceeding abundant for 
you, above all that you can ask or think, that it is now as easy 
and as natural to trust him by the moment to do for you all that 
you need, as it ever was for any Christian to retire to his closet 
to pray; and you are now astonished, ashamed.and confounded, 
when you think of your past unbelief, and of your vain strugglings 
for peace and rest, without any real and available trusting in 
Jesus Christ; and you are pained to the heart, when you hear 
professing Christians talk as if he were not able and willing even 
to keep them from all sin. And if you were made thus to appre- 
_hend the glory of the Lord after you had left your first love, it 
was preceded by a distressing and an abasing view of your guilt 
and ill desert ; and when you came to share this blessed fulness, 
you probably felt disposed to doubt whether your past religious 
experience was an experience of true religion. 
It may be needful to remark here, that this discovery of the ts 
glory of Christ is not made to the soul of the believer in any mi- 
', . raculous manner, nor, in every case, instantaneously. It is always 
) made in perfect accordance with the established laws of the human 
mind; while the methods of divine grace in doing it, are as van- 
ous as in the work of conversion. ' 
If you are a New Testament Christian, not only is your 
“righteousness like the waves of the sea,’ but your ‘ peace, ’ ee 
also, “is like a river.” 
This must be so, of course. If you are like Christ, in respect 
to your purposes and aims, your desires and feelings, his peace 
must and will reign within: and as all the providences of God, 
- in relation to your situation and circumstances in life, are, in all 
respects, just as you would have them, while you can trust Christ 
‘ with perfect confidence for the future, nothing can cause you 
trouble or anxiety from without. Seeing all your wants abun- 
dantly supplied in Christ, who is an ever present Saviour, and your 
aviour, you must know, in your own experience, what the apostle — 
meant when he said, ‘‘ We who have believed do enter into rest.” 
By this we do not mean that you have great emotions of joy: this 
may be true at times, ar it may not. But you find that there 1s 


perfect peace and rest for the souls of those that believe, even in ¥ 
this life. You know what the apostle meant when he represented : * . 
himself as “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing,’ and when he ex- é 
claimed, “'Thanks be unto God, who always causeth us to triumph 48 
in Christ.” | 
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123 Guide to Christian Perfection. 


if you are a New Testament Christian, if are Sharine 


the provisions of the New ‘Testament, all that t have now said of 
you Is habitually true. | 


Your peace is continually flowing like a river, and your rivhte- 
ousness 1s rolling on to bless the: world, as the waves of the sca 


are continually dashing acainst the shore. 

By this is not meant that you are ii APAVIC of sinning, nor 
that you never do or will sin in any si mee instance. You; 
after all you have known and experienced of ihe love-of Chiisi 
in some circumstances of great ten you may, 


as did holy Adam and she so lors: uke or forget the Lock of your 


Salvation, as to-act, or speak, or fecl wrong — from selfish 
siderations, But if you ab O, it will oceasion a degree of anetiish 
m your bosom, which you cannot, and will not, lone susiain. 
The love of Christ has so captivated your soul, and your peace 
and happiness, in being like him, has been so ereat, that, if you 
sin, your heart will sink within you, as you think of what yo 
have done, and of whet you have lost and | xnowimg that ain 
is siill your advocate wiih the Fat her, you will go and throw 
yourself at his feet, to bathe them with your penite: rk al (ears, aud 


will take hold of him with a finacr erasp of faith than ever be- 


lore, and Wit th a more eld) ne pus to cleave to hun in 
circumsta: tees, during your whole future hie; and there your re- 
hewed experic nee oF his lei aid SU 


styain pit to exciaun, with emotions which you never felt before, 


‘Phy pardoning love, so dree, so siveet, 
Dear Saviour, adore ; 
ine at iny sacred feet, 
1 } 
Aud fot me rove miere, 
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